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 April 26, 2026 – Earth Day Sunday  
 

Welcome to Our Guests! 
We’re delighted you have joined us for worship; the members are the ministers of this church…  

if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask us! 
 
Playing the Chimes 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude  Erik Haeger 
 

Call to Worship  Paul Tanner   

 Church, where do you see God? 

We see God in the wide reach of sky, 
in the towering height of mountains, 
in the depths of the sea, 
and in the vividness of flowers. 

Church, where else do you see God? 

We see God in early morning sunrises, 
in the quiet after a snow, 
in the reaching of rivers and tributaries, 
and in the stars that light the night. 

And in your seeing, what do you know? 

We know that God is here, 
and we know that God is good. 
Let us worship the God of creation! 

Let us worship our with-us God.  
 

Prayer of Confession 

Creator God, 
We have lost our way. 

In the beginning,  
humanity was instructed to care for creation. 
However, in pursuit of our own wealth and efficiency,  



we have done the opposite and our earth suffers. 
Forgive us, O God 
Bring us back to the garden. 

Fill our hearts with compassion for your world. 
and help us to see your fingerprints  
in every glimpse of the natural world. 

With hope in our hearts for a better day, we pray: 
Amen. 

 
Words of Forgiveness 

 Friends, when it comes to creation care, we have a lot to confess. 
But even here, even now, God’s grace for us is like a mighty rushing stream. 
So trusting in God’s unrelenting mercy, may we be inspired to action. 
Join me in proclaiming these words of forgiveness: 

Just as flowers that bloom after the fire, there is nothing that God cannot redeem. 
We are known. We are loved. We are made new. 

So may we roll up our sleeves and get our hands dirty 
with the work of justice, 

with the work of compassion, 
with the work of mercy. 

Thanks be to God for this new day! 
Alleluia! Amen. 

 

*Opening Hymn    Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace                          bulletin p. 5 
 

Prayer for Illumination          
 

Hebrew Scripture Psalm 19:1-4 Paul Tanner 

 The heavens are telling the glory of God, 
    and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours forth speech, 
    and night to night declares knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words; 
    their voice is not heard; 
yet their voice goes out through all the earth 
    and their words to the end of the world. 
 

*Song of Praise Glory to God Paul Vasile 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Reading  Matthew 6:25-34   

 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at 
the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by worrying can add a single 
hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like 
one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, 
saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the gentiles who 
seek all these things, and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But 
seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well. 
 

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today. 
  

Pastoral Meditation  “Christian Mysticism: Francis & Clare of Assisi”   Rev. Don Erickson 
   
Call to Sharing and Prayer  Hear Us O Lord Don Besig and Nancy Price 

 
          
Invitation to Generosity and Prayer  Laurel Thurman 

I live somewhere east of Eden. 
It is beautiful, but not complete. 

There are children that play and laugh and sing, 
music that moves me, sunsets that undo me. 

The spring is green, the rain is sweet, 
but this is not where we’re meant to be. 

And we know that, but we’re quick to forget, 
because well-intentioned people can always slip. 

But I don’t want to forget. I don’t want to think 
that daisies in the sidewalk are the same as a garden. 

I don’t want to believe 
a cup of tap water’s the same as the ocean. 

I don’t want to imagine 
that this is the way, 
that racism and climate change are just part of the day. 

I don’t want to forget that this somewhere-east-of-Eden 
home that we’ve built 
is not the place we are meant to be. 
It’s not the dream that we’re meant to dream. 

So every night as I fall asleep, 
I pray, “God wake me up”— 



a restoration plea. 
“Don’t let me confuse a little bit of rain 
for your downpour of grace, 

or a little bit of progress 
for the end of the race.” 

And until heaven’s on earth, 
that’s what I’ll pray. 

For I live somewhere east of Eden. 
Don’t let me forget. 

 

Offertory   Erik Haeger              
    
Prayers of the People  
 

Prayer of Gratitude   Cheryl Chase   
 

*Closing Hymn   Canticle of the Sun     bulletin p. 6                         
 

*Closing Prayer                                                      
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

 The peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, is with you always. 
  And also with you. 
 Let us share with one another a sign of that peace. 
 

Postlude 
 
Portions of this morning’s service were written by the Sanctified Art creative group for their Special Sundays 
liturgy, art, and poetry resource. Permission for use has been granted by A Sanctified Art LLC | 
sanctifiedart.org 
 

 
Our Greeters today are John and Katie Clauson. 

Our Cantor today is Laurel Thurman. 
Frank Ball and Eleanor Joyce are hosting Coffee Hour. Please join us in Fellowship Hall after worship! 

 

 
THE WEEK AHEAD… 
 

TODAY   11:30 a.m. Ministry of Spiritual Life meeting 
   11:30 a.m. Ministry of Caring meeting 
 
Monday, April 27 6:30 p.m. Take Note! Rehearsal 
 
Wednesday, April 29 1:00 p.m. Book Group 

5:00 p.m. Meditation Group 
 

Friday, May 1  6 - 9 p.m. Visioning Retreat 
 
Saturday, May 2 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Visioning Retreat 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DON’T FORGET! 

All-Church Visioning Retreat 
Friday, May 1st | 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. AND 

Saturday, May 2nd | 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  (lunch provided) 
 

A chance for all of us to come together, listen to one another, and imagine what's possible! 

 

Spring Sermon Series 

Mysticism: An Ancient Way Made New 

Ever since the Jesus Movement began, there's been an approach to the faith that focuses less on doctrinal 

correctness than on a direct connection to Christ. This approach came to be known as Christian Mysticism. 

While the teaching of Jesus remained central, for Christian mystics, it was all about Christ living in us and 

through us. In this 6-part series, Rev Don will examine Christian mysticism and what it might mean for us 

and our spiritual lives. 

April 19: Unmediated Experience of God 

April 26: Creation Revealing God 

May 3: Communion With God 

May 10: Unknowability of God 

May 17: Limitless Love of God 

May 24: Simplicity of Life in God 

 

First Hour Series, Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

~ Peter & Paul and the Christian Revolution ~ 

In this 4-week series (April 19-May 10) we will view a documentary on the lives of Saints Peter and Paul as 
they spread the message of Jesus throughout the Roman Empire. It is part of the PBS "Empire" series that 
looked at people and passions that changed the world. Each week we will view a 30-minute segment of the 
video, followed by 30 minutes of discussion. (Video is closed-captioned.) 
 

Church World Service Hygiene Kits 

During the month of April we will be collecting items for the Church World Service hygiene kits. 
There will be a collection basket under the table near our name tags in the sanctuary.  If you would rather 
not shop you can give Sharon Foster-Chalecki a donation and she will shop for you. The items we need 
this year are: 
 

12   Facecloths/washcloths 
16    Nail clippers 
47    Travel-size lotion (3.4 oz. or less which is fragrance free) 
29   Travel-size shampoo (3.4 oz. or less) 
18   Toothbrushes (in individual packaging) 
26   Travel-size toothpaste (3.4 oz. or less, expiration date of 1 year 
16    Sturdy wide-tooth comb (6” minimum teeth) 



 

 


